The Role and Importance of Pastoral Care for Migrants in their Native
Language in the Integration Process as Exemplified by Poles and the
Structures of the Polish Catholic Missionin Germany

Michal Mraczek / Pontifical Faculty of Theology in Wroclaw, Poland

Emigration from Poland to Germany is a phenomenon rooted in the history of both countries. Despite the
ongoing socio-economic changes in Poland, Germany remains an attractive emigration destination for Poles. The
long-term nature of emigration allows for a more comprehensive and easier assessment of the integration
process in the destination country. Due to Poland's religious structure, the majority of emigrants were Catholic.
The Church, and especially Polish-language pastoral care structures, played a particularly important role in the
country ofimmigration. Such structures have existed in Germany since 1945, when over two million Poles arrived
there after the war. Recent decades have seen a growth in the number of facilities offering pastoral care in Polish.
In 1990, there were 48 facilities, and in 2021, there were 78. Poles in Germany currently constitute the largest
group of foreign-speaking Catholics. The example of Poles in Germany demonstrates that receiving pastoral care
in their native language does not hinder the integration process in a new location. The need to satisfy spiritual
needs in the language of the heart, which is the native tongue, is just one dimension of human social life. The
connection between these pastoral structures and the local German church should also be recognized. Polish
pastoral institutions conduct extensive social and outreach activities, such aslanguage training and legal advice.
The relatively high standard of living of Polish emigrants in Germany, their high positionin the labor market, and
theabsence of ethnicneighborhoods attest to the effectiveness of this assistance.

Quiet Faith in a Secular Landscape: Faith-Based Organizations and the
Integration of Ukrainian Migrants in Czechia

Daniel Rosa & Victoria Haikal / Charles University, Czechia

This research explores how faith-based organizations (FBOs) shape the integration of Ukrainian migrants in the
(zech Republic, a context often characterized by strong secularization and low levels of religious affiliation.
Drawing on qualitative interviews and field observations conducted between 2024 and 2026, the analysis
focuses on organizations such as Caritas, Diakonie, ADRA, and smaller community-based initiatives. Building on
the concept of “quiet faith,” the contribution examines how religious motivation operates as a lived ethic
embedded in everyday practices of care rather than as explicit religious expression. In order to function within a
predominantly secular institutional environment, actors often translate their faith-based motivations into
professional, non-religious language. This dynamic gives rise to hybrid professional identities and positions
faith-based organizations as mediators between migrants, state institutions, and civil society. In this sense, the
contribution conceptualizes these organizations as post-secular infrastructures of integration, enabling the
translation of moral resources rooted in religion into socially acceptable and institutionally legible forms of
support. By focusing on the (zech case, the contribution engages with broader debates on lived religion,
migration, and post-secularism in Europe. It highlights how, in strongly secular contexts, religion may remain
present in subtle and pragmatic forms that shape both organizational practices and the everyday experience of
integration.

Belonging in Evangelical Church Space as Integrative Practice among
Ukrainian Migrants in Brno

Kamila Klingorové / Charles University, Czechia

The presentation explores how the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren congregation in Brno—Zidenice
transformed into a post-secular space of integration for Ukrainian refugees following the Russian invasion of
Ukraine. Beginning in February 2022, the congregation rapidly became an important centre of humanitarian
support, providing food distribution, accommodation assistance, and (zech language courses. Over time,
however, the church evolved beyond an emergency aid hub into a socio-cultural and spiritual environment in
which everyday practices, solidarity, and forms of belonging intersected. Although most arriving refugees
identified as Orthodox Christians, they become involved easily in both the evangelical church space and
congregational life, which in turn facilitated their broader social integration. Drawing on qualitative fieldwork
combining participant observation and semi-structured interviews with Ukrainian refugees and church
representatives, the study examines how the meaning and function of evangelical sacred space changed in
response to crisis-driven social interaction, gradually becoming a space of integration while largely transcending
its original sacred function. Using the concepts of lived religion and postsecularism, the paper analyses how
denominational boundaries became less significant and how integration emerged primarily through practical
andrrelational engagement rather than through religious conversion. The findings suggest that the congregation
itself functioned as a form of integrative infrastructure, enabling refugees to build social ties, experience
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communal support, and negotiate new forms of belonging, including the reconfiguration of their religious
identity between Orthodoxy and Evangelicalism. The presentation thus contributes to broader debates on
religion, migration, and sacred space by demonstrating how faith communities reshape both sacred
environments and forms of publicengagement in times of humanitarian crisis.

What Happens after Church: Reproducing Home among Czechia's African
Diaspora

Bernadette Nadya Jaworsky & Samuel Umoh / Czech Academy of Sciences, Czechia

Existing studies on African Christian communities in Europe focus mainly on worship practices, religious identity,
and the role of the church as a spiritual institution. However, what unfolds once the formal service ends, 'after
church, remains understudied. The absence leaves animportant gap in understanding how migrants reproduce a
sense of 'home' through everyday practices that extend beyond the church. By focusing on African migrants in
(zechia, this study examines their practices and explores how they reproduce notions of home through after-
church rituals—Ilanguage, identity, and food. This reproduction of home is particularly relevant in the Czech
context, where African migrants are few and dispersed, yet, they have developed church communities and other
diasporic groups. Drawing on 20 semi-structured interviews and participant observation in African churches, our
study reveals that after-church gatherings — characterised by shared food, local languages, familiar
conversation, and the exchange of contact details — function as important spaces through which migrants
reproduce home. Despite the growing scholarship on 'homing' or ‘homing behaviour' in migration, few studies
have applied the concept to African migrants in the Central and Eastern European region. We find that the
migrants in our study reproduce home along different dimensions: the spiritual, the cultural, the social, and the
practical. 'Home' is not tied to a single space or place. Instead, it can span a variety of spatial scales, including
habitual dwelling places and religious community. Home becomes multi-sited and fluid, moulded by migrants'
relationships, routines, and emotional bonding.

Keeping Spaces of Death Alive: (Post)Funerary Practices of Minority
Groups in North Bohemia

Kristina Svabova / Charles University, Czechia

Cemeteries, regarded as spaces of death, also reflect the identities and practices of the living. The inevitability of
death and its management means that they are the sites where people of various backgrounds co-exist. They are
also more likely to engage in what is also known as“funerary expressions of religiosity”, that s religion-informed
practices and symbolism as a response to being exposed to death. Using ethnographic fieldwork and visual
analysis, this paper explores the ways in which past and present cohabitation of diverse ethnic and religious
minorities is reflected in the everyday practices employed in the cemeteries and crematorium of the North
Bohemian city of Liberec. The city's tumultuous trajectory in the past century included pogroms, the expulsion of
German Czechs, and attempts at repopulation. It is now a place with multiple significant ethnic and religious
minorities with diverse migration trajectories. They include Ukrainian, Vietnamese, and Romani Czechs. The
findings show the role of spatial differentiation of and within cemeteries, as well as their potential to divide or
unite minority and majority groups, thereby shaping the process of integration and cohabitation. The paper also
identifies adaptation strategies of people with diverse cultural and religious backgrounds to local conditions,
including inter-religious as well as secular-religious cooperation.
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Camps, Churches and Ships. Infrastructures of Empathy and Edith Stein's
Relational Phenomenology in Migration Studies

Simon Runkel / Friedrich Schiller University Jena, Germany

The phenomenology of Edith Stein (1891-1942), a philosopher, feminist and theologian, offers valuable ideas
and concepts for thinking about humanitarian relationalities under (global) carceral conditions and migration
control regimes. Stein's social phenomenology places “empathy” (Einfiihlung) at its heart and enables to
theorization of care, solidarity and inclusive community-building. This perspective can provide radical insights
into how and why people may engage in everyday geopolitics to counter violent border and migration regimes
around the globe. Understanding key sites within global migration regimes such as detention camps, church
asylums and rescue ships through the conceptual lens provide by Edith Steins phenomenology can help to
reshape research at the nexus of migration studies and geographies of ethics/religion, particularly with a focus
on building 'infrastructures of empathy'and 'safe spaces..

Czechia and East Germany in Comparison: Two Variants of the
Secularization Process

Edgar Wunder / Department for Strategic Planning at the Headquarters of the Protestant
Church in Germany, Hannover, Germany

(zechia and East Germany are regions with particularly advanced secularization in a global comparison. This
lecture analyzes and attempts to explain the similarities and differences in the course of secularization in the
period from 1998 to 2024. For this purpose, representative population surveys for the Czech Republic and East
Germany from the years 1998, 2008, 2018, and 2024 were comparatively evaluated. To control for the effect of
migration between East and West Germany (which have no equivalent in the Czech Republic), data for West
Germany from the same survey years were also analyzed. Among other things, the trends in the development of
the following factors were examined comparatively in Czechia und East Germany: subjective religiosity; church-
related beliefs and practices; alternative religious orientations; value profiles of the church members and
‘religious nones'in comparison; expectations and credibility attributions to the churches; differencesin religious-
secular orientations depending on age, urban-rural context, and political attitudes. Taken together, a complex
picture emerges of differences between the Czech Republic and East Germany regarding religious-secular
transformation processes.

Value-Based or Context-Dependent? Church Credibility in Germany and
Czechia

Evelyn Kastner & Peter Morée / Macromedia University of Applied Sciences, Leipzig,
Germany & Charles University, Czechia

This paper examines how individual value orientations shape the perceived credibility of churches in two
contrasting European contexts—Germany and Czechia—and discusses the implications for the societal role of
religious institutions in contexts of increasing pluralization. Since the 1960s, European societies have
experienced growing religious diversity and changing patterns of affiliation, raising questions about the
continued legitimacy of churches as actors of social cohesion and public engagement. While prior research
highlights the importance of individual value orientations for institutional trust, it remains unclear whether
these relationships are stable across contexts or shaped by contextual conditions. Drawing on Schwartz's theory
of basic human values, this study analyzes representative survey data from Germany and Czechia (N = 1,500
each). Value dimensions are operationalized through aggregated indices and examined using hierarchical
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regression models with urbanity as a contextual moderator. Across both countries, the importance of religion
emerges as the strongest predictor of church credibility, complemented by positive effects of Conservation and
Self-Transcendence values and negative effects of Openness-to-Change. However, the role of context differs:
while no moderation effects are observed in Czechia, the German case shows modest but significant context
dependencies, with theinfluence of religious values on church credibility more pronounced in urban settings. The
findings suggest that value-based evaluations of religious institutions are largely context-independentin highly
secularized environments but remain partially socially embedded in less secularized contexts. This points to the
need for churches to evaluate theirengagement strategies towards differing social environments.

Migrants and Religion: Experiencing Religious Diversity in Lithuania and
the UK

Egle Aleknaite-Skarubske / Viytautas Magnus University, Lithuania

In recent years, various aspects of migrant religiosity and religious diversity are gaining increasing attention of
scholars. However, most research has been done on migrants who can be associated with one religious tradition
(e.g.Muslims, Hindu, etc.). In the context of migration, religious diversity is usually perceived as a consequence of
religiosity of immigrants, but not as a factor that can influence their religiosity and ideas on origin and host
countries. In the case of numerous contemporary first-generation immigrants of the EU, this cannot be applied;
instead, it is worth to speak about migrant experiences related to different religious diversities in origin and host
countries. This paper presents results of research examining how first-generation Lithuanian immigrants
experience religious diversity in the UK at the end of the 20th century-the beginning of the 21st century. On the
basis of literature review and fieldwork in the UK, characteristics of religious diversities and differences of their
manifestations in Lithuania and the UK, the impact of sociocultural factors, influence of belonging to various
religious and worldview groups are analysed; impact of religious diversity on immigrants' images of a host
countryand change of their religious and national identities are discussed.

Religion and Migrant Integration in a Broader Context: Examples from
Ukrainian Migration in Czechia

Tomas Havli¢ek / Charles University, Czechia

This paper examines the main premises, development, and consequences of the role of religion in the process of
migrant integration. In Western societies, two basic models of the relationship between religion and integration
can be identified. In North America, migrants' religious identity is often perceived as a characteristic that can be
successfully combined with a sense of belonging to the host society and has frequently facilitated migrants'
integration into mainstream society (Alba & Foner, 2015). In contrast, European societies have undergone
significant secularization of political and social institutions, and religion is therefore often perceived as an
obstacle to the successful integration of migrants. Against this broader background, the paper presents selected
findings and examples from a research project focusing on the role of religion in the integration of Ukrainian
migrantsin Czechia.

'Christian Spouses Must Live Together': Women's Agency and Evangelical
Gender Norms Under Wartime Separation

Barbora Spalové / Charles University, Czechia

This paper foregrounds Ukrainian women's agency in sustaining family life across borders and examines how
wartime mobility has transformed this agency from a tacitly accepted practice into a publicly contested moral
and religious issue. Drawing on ethnographic research among Ukrainian migrants and refugees in the Czech
Republic, it analyses how women have long acted as self-defining and self-sustaining family leaders within
transnational households, both before and after Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine. Prior to 2022, Ukrainian
women migrated independently to the Czech Republic, primarily into care, cleaning, and service sectors, while
assuming responsibility for everyday family organisation, remittances, and emotional labour across borders. This
feminised agency was central to the reproduction of transnational families (Parrefias 2005) yet remained largely
normalised and overshadowed by dominant narratives of male labour migration. Within evangelical Christian
communities in the postsocialist context, women's practical authority coexisted with moral discourses
emphasising gender complementarity, marital endurance, and sacrificial care (Luehrmann 2011, Spalovd 2012).
The war did not create women's agency but radically expanded and rendered it unavoidable. The immobilisation
of men of conscription age and the mass arrival of women with children after 2022 multiplied situations in which
women became sole or primary organisers of family survival and moral decision-making. Approximately one
quarter of women who fled after 2022 continue to live in Czechia without their hushands. Based on participant
observation and interviews in Adventist and Baptist congregations, the paper analyses how churches negotiate
growing dissonance between women's lived authority and religious ideals of gender, marriage, and family life
under conditions of prolonged wartime separation.

Migration as Spiritual Transformation: Ukrainian Women Artists in
Czechia

Opshori Nondona Khan / Charles University, Czechia

The warin Ukraine has led to widespread displacement, reshaping the lived experiences and identity formations
of Ukrainian migrants across Europe. This paper examines Ukrainian women artists currently based in Czechia,
approaching migration not only as geographical relocation but as a deeply transformative internal process,
understood here as a form of “spiritual journey.” Drawing primarily on semi-structured interviews, supported by
reflexive field observations in various settings and engagement with selected visual works, the study explores
how these artists navigate disrupted identities and reconfigure belonging within a predominantly secular
context. It focuses on how forms of lived religion, including spirituality, mythology, and culturally embedded
practices, emerge in everyday narratives and artistic expression. The findings suggest that participants engage
with fluid and personalized forms of meaning-making rather than institutional religion, drawing on memory,
intergenerational knowledge, and symbolic practices. In several cases, references to family traditions and
inherited practices play a significant role in shaping both personal perspectives and artistic approaches. These
elements are actively reinterpreted as part of broader processes of identity transformation in migration. By
bringing together oral testimonies and visual materials, this study highlights how creative practice becomes a
key mechanism for emotional survival and meaning-making in contexts of displacement. It shows how
Ukrainian women artists negotiate the space between inherited pasts and disrupted presents, offering a
nuanced perspective on lived religion, identity transformation, and migrant belonging within contemporary
Europe.

Religion and Gender as a Factor Determining Migrant's Perception in the
Destination Country: The Case Study of Poland

Paulina Polko / Akademia WSB - WSB University, Poland

Much research confirms that the country of origin of migrants (refugees), as well as their religion and gender,
determines the approach of the destination country society to newcomers. It affects the conditions of receiving
theacceptance of alegal stay and possible support. Double standards are the mainresults of this intersection. The
study aimed to present the research results on the securitization processes implemented in Poland as a response
to two migration crises related to the influx of migrants and refugees from MENA countries and Ukraine.
Proposed by Rita Floyd, a just and unjust securitization approach has been implemented in the analysis of
securitization movements undertaken by Polish governments in 2015-2023. Critical discourse analysis (CDA)
has been used to analyze securitization done by politicians in response to expectations of the society. The results
confirm that although in the case of both described influx of securitization of migrants has been implemented,
not in all cases it was a response to an existential threat. Migration from MENA countries was securitized much
more often than from Ukraine and, at the same time, in most cases, it was unjust securitization. Those results
confirm that the country of origin determines the securitization process as well as theirjustification.

When a New Orthodox Church Enters an Existing Religious Field:
Cooperation, Competition, and Ukrainian Identity Formation in Poland

Anton Cherepenko & Konrad Pedziwiatr / The Krakow University of Economics, Poland

This paper analyzes how the establishment of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine's (OCU) chaplaincy mission in
Poland after 2022 has reshaped the religious field in which Ukrainian migrants operate. It argues that the
emergence of OCU has not merely added a new actor, but has altered the structure of religious provision and
competition. As a result, the field is increasingly characterized by a three-sided dynamic involving the Polish
Autocephalous Orthodox Church (PAKP), the Orthodox Church of Ukraine (OCU), and the Ukrainian Greek Catholic
Church (UGCC), which compete at different levels for Ukrainian Orthodox believers. The analysis is based on
qualitative fieldwork conducted in Wroctaw and Krakéw, including interviews with clergy and parishioners,
participant observation, and analysis of online materials. The findings show that 0CU communities function as
religious, social, and symbolic spaces that facilitate language use, collective identification, and community-
building among migrants shaped by war and displacement. At the same time, their emergence generates
tensions related to legitimacy, canonicity, public visibility, and representation. These tensions are further
reinforced by the transfer of religious and political narratives from Ukraine into the Polish context. The paper
suggests that the key distinction within the field lies between different organizational logics: a territorially
embedded Orthodox institution (PAKP), a newly institutionalizing migrant-oriented structure (0CU), and an
established Ukrainian Catholic actor (UGCC). It also argues that the formally temporary character of the OCU
chaplaincy increasingly takes on features of permanence. In this context, OCU can be understood as a site of
ongoing Ukrainian identity formation, raising broader questions about integration, institutionalization, and the
future configuration of Orthodoxy in migration settings.

How the Russian Church Works Abroad and How It Affects Ukrainian
Refugees

Yaroslav Yuvsechko / Khmelnytskyi National University, Ukraine

Throughout Europe, the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate is actively opening its parishes.
According to official reports of the Department of External Church Relations of the UOC-MP, there were 84 of them
atthe beginning of 2024. The flow of refugees has given them the opportunity to say that people need them. The
UOCbegan to build its network outside Ukraine in the third month of the full-scale invasion, arguing that many
refugees will not return home and that it is necessary to develop a mission abroad “in order for them to preserve
their faith, culture, language and Orthodox identity.” All these communities are part of the Western European
Vicariate of the UOC-MP, which was created in March 2023. Ukrainians of the Orthodox faith have several options
for satisfying their religious needs outside their homeland. And going to the nearest ROC church is the easiest
option. There are many of these churches, and Ukrainians are often the main parishioners of the ROCin southern
European countries, where there is a great risk of ending up in a pro-Russian parish that maintains ties with the
local Russian embassy or the Russian House. In general, in most ROC parishes, the majority of parishioners are
Ukrainians, especially in Southern Europe. This is largely a matter of convenience and habit. In addition, the OCU,
according to the Tomos on Autocephaly, does not have the right to establish parishes in the “canonical territory” of
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which is almost all of Western Europe. The Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) in Europe
uses parishes to recruit Ukrainian refugees under the guise of “spiritual support” or humanitarian aid.
Investigations indicate that the ROC creates networks where they can solicit personal data and contacts, and
parishes are often funded by pro-Russian patrons. Thus, Ukrainian refugees abroad visit the churches of the
Russian Orthodox Church (ROC) or parishes of the Moscow Patriarchate (MP) due to a combination of
psychological, informational and social factors, as well as due to the active activity of this structure. In the report,
we try to find out the main reasons why this happens: lack of alternative and habit, informational masking of the
Russian Church abroad, creation of the appearance of support for refugees, significant funding of the ROC
network abroad.

Faith and Transformations of Religious Identity Among Ukrainian
Refugees in Slovakia

Miroslav Tizik / Slovak Academy of Sciences, Slovakia

Between 2022 and 2024, aresearch project was conducted in Slovakia among Ukrainian refugees to examine the
role of religion in their lives during forced migration. Although Slovakia is characterized by a relatively high
declared rate of religiosity, particularly in its eastern part, where Eastern Rite Christianity (the Orthodox and
Greek Catholic Churches) has a long-standing presence, the research results showed that religion did not play as
significant a role in integration into Slovak society as had been assumed. One explanation is the geographical
distribution of Ukrainian migrants in Slovakia, as the majority settled in the western part of Slovakia or in larger
cities, where the presence of Eastern Christianity infrastructure is lower. The paper will also highlight other
factorsrelated to the preservation or change of religious faith during migration caused by the warin Ukraine.

The Boundaries of Welcome: Catholicism, National Identity, and
Ukrainian Migration in Poland

Magdalena Ratajczak / University of Wroclaw, Poland

Thelarge-scale arrival of Ukrainian migrants to Poland, particularly after the escalation of the Russian—Ukrainian
war in 2022, has generated both widespread solidarity and visible tensions within Polish society. This paper
critically examines the role of the Catholic Church in Poland in this context, focusing not only on its humanitarian
engagement but also on internal contradictions and emerging challenges. Although many church institutions,
parishes and charitable organizations have provided Ukrainian refugees with considerable aid and support, the
attitude of Polish Catholics — as well as that of many church leaders and priests — is not uniformly positive. The
paper explores issues such as selective solidarity, the distinction in attitudes toward different groups of migrants,
instances of social fatigue, and the influence of national identity and political discourse on religious
communities. It also analyzes the gap between official Church teachings on hospitality and the more ambivalent
orresistant responses observed at the local level. By addressing both supportive actions and critical perspectives,
the study offers a nuanced understanding of the Catholic Church's role in shaping societal responses to migration
incontemporary Poland.

This conference was supported by the Grant Agency of the Czech
Republic under Grant No. 24-12894S, , The Role of Religion in the
Integration of Ukrainian Migrants in Czechia and Related Changes
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